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Traditionally, this is a time of the year
when we take time to step back foramoment
and give thanks. | am thankful that | work at
Dodgen Middle School. Our students, sta |,
and community are second to none. Recent-

Message From The Principal

ly I was gathering facts about our wonderful
school in order to create an informational yer
for families who may be looking to settle in the
Dodgen community. | wanted to share a few
of those facts with you. (please see insert)

Jim Snell

Message From The PTSA President

The Thanksgiving Holidays are ap-
proaching and | want to thank all our vol-
unteers for the wonderful things you are
doing. These contributions in time and re-
sources are amazing.

What is the meaning of the word vol-
unteer?

The Thesaurus gives these as exam-
ples: advance, bring forward, chip in, come
forward, enlist, go in, 0 er services, present,
pro er, propose, put forward, sign up, speak
up, and stand up.

You can see these attributes at Dod-
gen through the various PTSA committee
projects, student organizations and fac-
ulty charity initiatives as well as our school
community s involvement in organizations
outside the school.

Hurricane relief e orts at Dodgen
have included collection of funds and cloth-
ing. Dodgen families assisted in the cloth-
ing drive coordinated by ECCC PTA. 100
Halloween treat bags for the Oncology Unit
at Childrens Healthcare of Atlanta were pre-
pared by the Awareness Club. Funds were
raised for the Juvenile Diabetes Associa-
tion through a faculty initiative. The faculty
sponsors an ongoing program for Relay for
Life and also participate in the actual relay.
Another faculty initiative is Cents for Sol-
diers and Stockings for Soldiers . The Cobb
School Counselor Association is selling
cookbooks to fund scholarships for Cobb
County High School Students. Red Ribbon
week activities were provided by the Youth
Services Committee.

Upcoming events are the annual
Thanksgiving Food drive by the Awareness
Club and Holiday Stockings.

There are several other areas that
need volunteers at our school. The Youth
Services/Health Committee have several
upcoming projects. Youth Services events
bene t all the students at Dodgen. Youth
Services/Health is looking for volunteers
to assist in programs on Health and Nutri-
tion. Healthy Habits is a major focus for this
year at local, State and National PTA. If you

have a special interest in these areas please
contact our volunteer coordinator, Terry Clark
at 770-509-3900 or email tclark4640@aol.
com. The GO center at Dodgen is in need of
volunteers to assist students and families in
planning for higher education, contact Mary
Winther (contact info below) for information
or visit www.georgiaGO.org.

PTSA funds and volunteerism are
working for your students in many ways.
PTSA purchased two subscriptions to health
magazines for the media center. Funds have
been used to assist school clubs and com-
munity outreach activities. A health program
will be provided for all students. The school
dances provide social interaction in a safe
environment. Dodgen PTSAs web site, new
this year is up and running. There is a link to it
on the Dodgen web site or you can go direct
at www.dodgenptsa.org. The Book Fair was
coordinated and sta ed by PTSA volunteers,
with funds going directly to Dodgen Media
Center. Dodgen E-message has been provid-
ing Dodgen updates, community news and
reminders of events. Hospitality provided a
welcome back breakfast for teachers, wel-
comed new students at the Counselor s event
for students new to Cobb, and provided re-
freshments for Go Center Ribbon Cutting
guests. Sta Appreciation team creatively
acknowledges our outstanding sta . Parent
volunteers assist our Music Program, man the
front o ce and assist the Guidance o ce.
This is just a sampling.

We are always welcome to ideas, sug-
gestions and comments from our member-
ship. Please feel free to contact me at any
time. There is a direct link to my email on the
Dodgen website or you can call at 770-321-
0629.

I am thankful for many things. One that
tops my list is being a part of our Dodgen
family . | wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiv-
ing, the time to relax, revive and enjoy your
families and friends.

Mary Winther
PTSA President
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The 411 From Your School Social Worker
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder

In the immediate aftermath
of a disaster, almost everyone will
find themselves unable to stop
thinking about what happened.
Most disaster survivors may experi-
ence common stress reactions after
a traumatic event. These reactions
may include the following: shock,
fear, grief, anger, guilt, shame, feel-
ing helpless, sadness, confusion,
worry, shortened attention span,
tension, fatigue, insomnia, change
in appetite, distrust, conflict, with-
drawal, school problems, and feel-
ing rejected or abandoned. These
reactions may last for several days,
weeks or even months.

What can you do? You can
help by spending time with those
affecting by the disaster, listening
carefully to what they have to say.

PTSA Family Development
Committee

Lunch ‘n Learn s back with a great speaker!
Jeff Dess

Will enlighten us with his timely topic:

How Popular Music Inuences Qur Children

Monday, November 14th from 11:30-1:00
Media Center

Rap, rock, pop, metal, what? Learn about today s music, its mes-
sages, and how itin uences behaviors about drugs, sex, bullying, gangs
and other issues.

Donna Gillen, Committee Chair,
770-984-9660 craiggillen@bellsouth.net

Your suggestions for programs and sPeakers are apPreciated!

Most people recover better when
they feel connected to and under-
stood by others who care about
them. Some people choose not to
talk about their experiences very
much, and others may need to dis-
cuss their experiences on numerous
occasions. Talking about things that
happened because of the disas-
ter can help everything seem less
overwhelming. Just spending time
with people one feels close to and
accepted by, without having to talk,
can feel best.

It is also recommended that
you refer your students to the school
counselor, school social worker
and/or school psychologist. These
individuals will be able to provide
additional support to you and your
students.

Community Resource:

*For a comprehensive list
of services provided to families
who were evacuated due to Ka-
trina, please check out: www.
cobbcollaborative.org

Then click on Cobb Re-
sources and up on top you will
find another link for Hurricane
resources.

* The lawyers of the
Cobb County Bar Association
have created a special-fund
the Community Service Fund.
The Community Service Fund
was created to provide small
grants of financial assistance to
persons in crisis and for whom
emergency aid is unavailable
through traditional service pro-
viders. Itis funded by voluntary
contributions from Cobb law-
yers and by fund raisers such
as the SLEIGHBELLS ON THE
SQUARE 5-K. Please consider a
running in the annual SLEIGH-
BELLS ON THE SQUARE 5-K on
December 10, 2005. All of the
profits from this event will go
directly into the Community
Service Fund. All donations are
tax-deductible. This race has
become a signature event and a
popular way to kick off the holi-
day season. Questions? Contact
Pacesetters PR. at (770) 920-
2881 Or pacesetr@bellsouth.
net or www.active.com Awards
will also be given to the High
School, Middle School & El-
ementary school with the most
participants
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The Student CouncilisO to a Busy Start For The 05- 06 School Year.

Upcoming events include the 4th .
Annual Pumpkin Decorating Contest Student Council O cers

on October 31 and the Dodgen Student
Talent Show on November 3. Ongoing
events include planning spirit days and
encouraging character education for all
Dodgen students.

Neelam Thadini - President
Nick Booth - Vice-President
Amanda Sparkman - Secretary
Hannah Farmer - Treasurer

What s Cookin Now?

The Counselors in the Kitchen Again
Cookbook, compiled by the Cobb School Coun-
selors Association is available at a great price of
$10. This would make a great Holiday gift, host-
ess gift, or a me gift for anyone who loves to
cook. Proceeds go to Scholarships for Cobb
County High School Students. Contact Lillian
Douglas in the Counselors Office at Dodgen to
purchase. Happy cooking!

Safety Information

Please observe the cross- ﬁ

walk areas if you are enter-
ing the school area and DRIVE
SLOWLY. There are two cross-
ings marked on the road. Signs
will be posted soon. We request
that you do not stop on these
crossings to provide a safe
walkway for persons coming
from the parking area. Those
using the parking area should
use these crosswalk areas
when approaching the school
from your parked vehicle.

Please encourage your
students to use sidewalks when
walking to or from school.

*677 (that is star 677) is
the number to the Police Dispatcher. There have
been several incidents of people impersonating
police officers. If you are approached by a flash-
ing light and are alone, this number may help you
verify it is in fact an officer before pulling over.

8th Grade

November (7

Make a Difference for the Holidays with
the Awareness Club

The Awareness Clubs next meeting will be
held on November 15, 2005 at 8AM. We will meet
in room #733. Come attend to make a difference in
your community as well as your school.

From November 1st November 15th, the
Awareness Club will be collecting canned goods for
the needy. These will be collected for Cobb Family
Resources and the Thanksgiving Basket Program.

Also in November, students, teachers and
parents in attendance can get involved in writing
holiday cards to our troops overseas. We will be
writing approximately 1000 holiday cards and we
are looking for holiday greeting card donations. It
is a great way to thank our soldiers in Iraq for a job
well done. The holiday season can be a lonely time
for those separated from their friends and fami-
ly .come put a smile on some of those faces.

Coming up in December .Salvation
Army Holiday Stockings. These stockings provide
the needy children in Cobb County with small toys,
pencils, erasers, toothbrushes, etc. Last year Dod-
gen Middle School filled 150 Salvation Army Holi-
day Stockings. Details will follow next month and
we hope to continue getting many people involved
through the holiday season and all year long.

For details on these events or other ques-
tions pertaining to the Awareness Club or PTSA
Community Awareness, contact Dawn Musser by
email: Musser7525@wmconnect.com.

Eighth Grade Class Dues Needed

Eighth Grade Class Dues will be collected in
the 8th grade pod during the week of November
14th through 18th. Parent volunteers will be col-
lecting dues each morning. We are asking for a do-
nation of $15-20 to offset the cost of our Spring
Dance, Friday, May 5. Please make your check out
to Dodgen PTSA. If you would like to volunteer to
help with the dance, or if you have any questions
please contact Christy Love at 770-565-3595.







