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From the PTSA Co-Presidents:  
As we approach the holiday season and in particular Thanksgiving we feel it is the perfect 
time of year to extend our thanks to all the wonderful parent and student volunteers who 
make our programs and events so successful.  We especially want to thank those of you 
who have stepped in at the last minute to put on several of the Dodgen PTSA programs 
when the committee chairs were not able to serve. A very special thanks to Lara Rodgers 
in particular, who not only organizes and supports all the volunteers in the Front Office on 
a daily basis, but stepped in to edit and produce our Dateline at very short notice and 
even helped us with Red Ribbon Week.  She truly goes above and beyond. We  
appreciate all of you and your time, and do understand that circumstances can sometimes 
prevent volunteers from being able to fulfill their commitments.  As we say, ñIt canôt  
happen without all of us working together,ò so please volunteer and serve as a co-chair of 
a committee,  so the PTSA activities and communications can run smoothly and our  
children can receive all the educational enrichment we have come to expect. 
 
We hope you were able to visit the Book Fair last month and would like to thank Kent 
Shelby, Theresea Tipton, Sue Klodnicki  and all the volunteers for their hard work in 
making it such a success.  The proceeds we received from the Book Fair go to the 
Dodgen Media Center to purchase much needed equipment and new books.  Thank you 
to everyone who supported this. 
 
We had rave reviews from students and teacher chaperones who attended our 6

th
 and 7

th
 

grade dances; many thanks to Margie Powell and Sue Huber for all their efforts and hard 
work in making these parties so much fun.  It is wonderful to think we can put on events 
like these for our students to socialize in a safe environment. 
 
Our Public Relations committee chairs Suzanne Lynch and Stephanie Holden have 
been working extremely hard coming up with great ideas for improvements to our front 
entrance.  Our thanks to both of them for all their time and commitment to really show 
everyone what a great school Dodgen is.  We will inform you when the changes are  
implemented, so that you can come by and see what a difference this will make. 
 
We send our thanks to Tammy Hughes for putting together a great Reflections program, 
where we had more entries in 2007 than in the last 2 years combined!  Look in this edition 
for an article with the winners nameôs who will go on to compete at the county level.  
 Congratulations to everyone who participated in this competition, another example of the 
wealth of talent at Dodgen. 
 
Most importantly we would like to thank all our student volunteers who have the courage 
and commitment to work on our various committees.  Their involvement is crucial to  
fulfilling our objective; Learning today é.leading tomorrow. 
 
At the end of November and into December we look forward to our Chorus, Orchestra and 
Band concerts.  These are truly must see events where you will really get to see the  
talents of our children at Dodgen and the expertise of our teachers.  Family entertainment 
at its best!  We also have our S.M.A.R.T Fair on the last day of school before the winter 
break.  You will find more details about this great program in this issue. 
 
Continued on page 4. 
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From The Principal . . .  

Campus Traffic Flow 
 

Here are some helpful tips to make carpool safe and successful. 
 

® Remember the parking area is designed for two lanes of one way traffic.  
 

® Stay to the right if picking up or dropping off students  

 allowing those parking or leaving the school the  

  use of the left lane.  
 

® Never  drop a student off before the sidewalk at 

the front entrance.  
 

® Pull forward as far as possible when dropping off 

or picking up a student to allow space for several 

vehicles . 

As I sit here contemplating the topic for this monthôs edition of the Dodgen Dateline the first thing 
that comes to mind is to take inventory of the things for which I am thankful.  It is, after all, that 
time of year.  First, I am thankful that my list includes items such as a wonderful family, adequate 
food and shelter, and employment at the best middle school in the United States.  Of course I could 
go on for many more pages.  I am blessed indeed.  How about instead, I share some things from 
my list that I am sure you would not have guessed?  
 

The baseball that has scrawled on it the words ñI love you very much,ò comes to mind.  The words 
were written by my son when he was in Kindergarten.  He placed it in a bucket along with all of the 
other baseballs we used for fielding practice.  When I found it I immediately and permanently pulled 
it from the bucket.  It now rests in the ash tray of my vehicle so that I can look at it every day.  I 
donôt smoke, so the ash tray makes a perfect trophy stand. 
 

And then there is a section of the ceiling upstairs at our home that is missing some plaster.  The 
small damaged area is about the size of two business cards.  It is located about twelve inches from 
the pull-down stairway that leads up to the attic.  You see, when my son grew tall enough he could 
not walk past the cord that hangs from the stairway without reaching up to give it a good swat.  
This in turn caused the knot at the end of the cord to make contact with the ceiling, which caused 
minor damage to the plaster.  Okay, I know what most of you are thinking.  Why in the world didnôt 
you just tell him not to do this?  I wonder how the leading child psychologists would weigh in on the 
question; not that it would change my mind.  Truth is it did not occur to me that it would cause 
damage.  Swatting the cord was not an act that was done with intent to destroy property.  Bottom 
line, life is too short to stress about the little things.  Some of you reading this may argue that this is 
not a little thing.  We will just agree to disagree.  
 

Oh wellé  Now that my son has gone off to college I am especially thankful for those little things.  
The baseball; maybe I can throw it with his kid one day.  The area of missing plaster; I think of him 
every time I walk past.  
 

Sincerely, 
James H. Snell, III 
Principal 
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Tropical Paradise  
(Surfs Up In High School) 

 

8th Grade Party 

May 2, 2008  

7-10 PM  

Dodgen Middle School  

Mark Your Calendars !  
When planning for this event, please keep in mind the following guidelines:  
 

R This event is an eighth grade party not a prom/formal.  
 

R Cobb County Schools and Dodgen dress code applies (refer to the agenda).  No formals or tuxedos.  No thin 

strapped or strapless dresses.  Knee length dresses are suggested for girls. ( Please note:  appropriate dresses 
may be easier to find in stores during the winter holiday season.)  Slacks with collared shirts for boys, ties 

are optional.   
 

R Both students and parents are responsible to see that the students dress appropriately.  The dress code will 

be enforced the same as during school hours.  Students will not be permitted in the party dressed  

      inappropriately.  
 

R Students should not leave school early to prepare for the party.  Early dismissal for party preparation is not 

an excused absence.  Students who do not attend school that day cannot attend the party.  
 

R Families do not need to make large expenditures for preparation, hairstyling, nails, clothing, transportation, 

or photo s. 

 

Watch for additional information in the coming months.  

 

We look forward to a fun -filled evening!  

Felicia Caballero & Karen Tracy  

8th Grade Party Committee Co -chairs  

A most intriguing dayé 
 

awaits all who participateérobotics, hawk talk, money  

management, public speaking, science in the wetlands, a 

mock court.  These are just some of the programs that await 

all Dodgen students on December 21 at the SMART 

Fair.  (Science, Math, Art, Reading, and Technology)  During 

the fair, the students remain with their homeroom class and rotate through  

four ð 45 minute FUN AND INTERACTIVE programs.      

 

Hurry up if youõd like to participate.  We still need parents as FLOATERS 

(assisting the presenters), and we also need parents to make salads and  

desserts to feed our presenters.. if youõd like to be a PRESENTER, please call or 

email Katharine Williams at 770 -565-3520 or kpwatlanta@bellsouth.net.    

 

But hurry, time is running outé! 
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Co-Presidentsô Message Continued from front page . . . 
 
On December 1, 2007 we will launch our new website and would like to thank Melissa Bauer, Kate Maloney, Dara Frady, 
Lynne Murphy and Amy Sullivan for all their time and effort to come up with an even more efficient way to communicate 
with our families.  This is a work in progress, so look for lots of improvements and if you have any ideas or suggestions 
please feel free to share them with us 
 
Finally, we would like you all to take a moment and be grateful for your health, your families and during these  
environmentally tough times with the drought and severe fires, the earth on which we live.  Take care of all the precious 
things around you. 
 
Sue Rogers & Nancy Van Slooten  
PTSA Co-Presidents  

Medication At School 
 

Should your child have a need to take  
medication here are some guidelines. 
 
All medications should be in the original  
container with patientôs name and proper  
dose clearly shown. 
 
Medications should be brought, by a  
parent , to the clinic with the proper form.  
 

ë   Authorization to give medicine at school. 

ë Over The Counter Medicaation Permission Form 

ë Authorization for Student to Carry Prescription  

      Medicine for Asthma, Epipen or Diabetic  Medicine. 

 
Forms and more information can be obtained 
at cobbk12.org/schoolhealth/medicine.htm.  
 

Clinic Substitutes Needed 
 
 

Occasionally Mary Ortland, School 
Nurse, needs a substitute to assist 
in the clinic in case of her absence. 
 
Training classes are available for 
any one interested in becoming a 
Clinic Substitute. 
 
 

For more information contact:  
Mary Ortland at 
Mary.Ortland@cobbk12.org. 
 

Friendly . . . Knowledgeable . . . Helpful . . . 

 

These are just a few of the things said about the 

Dodgen Front Office Volunteers.  

 

 

Looking for a way to get involved but donõt 

want a huge commitment?   

 

 

 Two  front office volunteer positions have  

become available for 

the third shift  

(1:30 - 4:15), two days 

per month  

beginning in January . 

 

Training available.  

 

Contact Lara Rodgers  

squeakrodgers@bellsouth.net  

WE NEED YOU . . . . 
 
The PTSA is looking for parent  
volunteers to co-chair the following  
committees:- 
 
Staff Appreciation (Sunshine Committee,)  
Membership, Student Reporters, Student Advertisers, Arts 
in Education (Get the Scoop on Dodgen Night,) Copy Crew, 
Health & Youth Services, Parental Involvement, Community 
Outreach and Newsletter. 
 
We are also looking for a committee chairperson for Health 
& Youth Services.  The responsibility would be to promote 
physical, emotional and mental well-being, awareness  
activities, educate students and parents on issues relating 
to drugs/alcohol/tobacco and assist and  co-ordinate  
volunteers for Olympic Day. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering for one of these  
positions or would like more information, please feel free to 
contact Sue Rogers or Nancy Van Slooten  
PTSA Co-Presidents. (contact information on page 9) 
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A Note from the Environmental/Recycling Committee:   
 

Thank you to all volunteers for the Hands on Atlanta Dodgen Beautification Project  on  

Sunday October 7.  This event was a huge success.  Many volunteers participated in  

weeding, planting bulbs, clearing of the area around picnic tables, and putting out  

pine straw and mulch.    
 

On November 20 at 8:15 am Mary Barkley, 7 th  grade Science teacher will have our first 

meeting.  Any parent and student volunteers should attend to  have input with future  

plans of our committee.  We are still looking for a student volunteer to co -chair  this committee.  
 

If you are unable to attend but would like to contribute please send suggestions to jnlsbox@bellsouth.net  

and they will be passed on  during our meeting.   

 

Jill Crosby  

Environmental/Recycling Committee Chair  

Dodgen PTSA Book Fair Volunteers and Supporters  

WE THANK YOU ! 
 

The book fair was a huge success thanks to our teachers, administrators, students, parents,  

volunteers and media crew!  We had over 35 different parent and student volunteers this year, 

which is wonderful.  The time and effort of our volunteers and the financial support of our  

students, parents and teachers helped raise over $7,200 in books and materials for the Dodgen 

Media Center.  

 

Mark your calendars now for the Dodgen PTSA  Book Fair held in May through Borders Book Store.  

 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!  
 

Theresea Tipton and Kent Shelby  

Book Fair Committee Co -Chairs  

Karen Hallacy 

Legislative Chair 

 Meet Your Cobb County Officials  
November 27th  

 

Who are the officials who represent you, on the Board of Education, the Cobb constituent and 

at the State Capitol?  Come meet your Cobb officials and hear about local issues.  
 

The schedule for the day is as follows:  

 Board of Education Building - 514 Glover Street ñBoard Room 

  7:30 Light Refreshments  

   8:00 PTA meets with Central Office Cabinet Members  

 8:45 PTA meets with Board of Education Members  
 

 Marietta Central Library - 

  10:00 Cobb Legislative Delegation round table discussion with water authority, corps of  

   engineers, and others  

 12:00 Board of Education meets with Cobb Legislative Delegation  

  12:30 PTA meets with Cobb Legislative Delegation  

. 
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TEACHING CHILDREN TO CARE  
 
 

Raising children to be kind, to care about others and to help those less fortunate are goals most parents 
share.  The holiday season is an ideal time for teaching children it is better to give than to receive.  
 

Children make great volunteers.  
They are full of enthusiasm, energy, and optimism, and there are many good reasons why kids should  
volunteer.  Studies show that people who help others are healthier and happier.  When children volunteer, 
their self-esteem is enhanced as they learn new skills and make new friends.   
 

Volunteer activities teach social responsibility and help build character.  
Reaching out to others through volunteering or other acts of kindness not only makes children mindful of 
other peopleôs needs, but also makes them aware of their own power to make a difference. They develop a 
stronger and richer sense of self and often have greater empathy and compassion for others.  Studies have 
also shown that children who volunteer show less ñat riskò behavior.  They are more likely to stay in school, 
stay out of trouble, and stay off drugs.   
 

The most important reason for volunteering is because itôs the right thing to do. 
The key to getting your children to volunteer is to find a cause they really identify with, whether itôs helping 
the environment, animals, or other kids.  You will, of course, want to consider your childrenôs safety and  
supervision very carefully.  Children should never go unaccompanied door to door to collect for a cause.  You 
will want to accompany your young children when they volunteer, and even if they are teens, you should go 
along for the first visit or two.  It's important to work side -by-side with your child, since leading by example 
has been shown to be the most effective form of teaching. Children who see their parents volunteering are 
much more likely to believe in the value of working to help others .  
 
Remember, the more you exhibit the values of kindness and generosity, the more youôll nourish 
them in your children. .   
 
 

The following are some volunteer opportunities available for children.  
¶Deliver food over the holidays for Meals on Wheels (770) ï 528-5381 

¶Shop for another child and donate to Salvation Army (770) 422 -8324 

¶Volunteer at the animal shelter (770) 499 -4136 

¶Sort food for the Feed the Hungry Foundation (770) 980 -1550 

¶Assist with the Special Olympics (770) 414-9390 

¶Donate goods to Must Ministries (770) 427-9862 

¶Lead a craft project with children that will help elderly in a nursing home  

¶Make pillows, cards, games, or stuffed toys for children who are in the hospital  

¶Check out http://www.volunteerfamily.org/Volunteers/Ideas.aspx for more ideas  

¶SING A CAROL TO AN ELDERLY PERSON IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD! 
 

 

Community Resource:  
 

FAMILY LIFE RESTORATION CENTER  
6015 Mableton Parkway Mableton GA 30126   770 -944 -1066  
Emergency food and clothing; Assistance with jobs and home placement; Counseling and youth 
programs; and Health Clinic (ie blood pressure, eye checks, diabetes checks)  
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The crowd roared as the 2006 -2007  

Teachers of the Year  walked into the  

auditorium.  My classmates and I 

screamed as  we saw our own Teacher of 

the Year, Mrs. Drawdy, walk in. The  

enthusiasm was tremendous and  the  

excitement of every teacher presented 

made each school's supporters swell with 

pride.  I felt that same  pride when Mrs. 

Drawdy walked across the stage. To cheer 

her on with my classmates was a  

wonderful experience; and to go  

support  one of Dodgen's most  celebrated 

teachers made  it all the more worthwhile.  

 

Lily Jacoby, Student Reporter  

8th Grade    

Teacher of The Year  

Congratulations to the following winners of the of  the 
Reflections, ñI Can make a Difference By . . . ñ school 
level competition.  First and second place winning  
entries will be judged at the PTSA council level with 
winners moving on the state level.  School level first 
through third place winners will receive a target gift 
card. 

 

LITERATURE 
 

 6th Grade 7th Grade 

 

 Nikki Hallacy 1st Mandy Wachtel. 1st 
 Sarah Amed 2nd George Fei 2nd 
 Deryn Giannetti 3rd Colin Muller 3rd 
 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

 6th Grade 7th Grade  

 

 Emily Maloney 1st Jake Wachtel 1st 
 Taylor Gurley 2nd Madeline Robertson 2nd 
 Emily Maloney 3rd Dustin Mizelle 3rd 

 
 

MUSICAL COMPOSITION 
 

7th Grade 

George Fei 1st 
Mandy Wachtel 2nd 

 
 

 VISUAL ARTS 
 

7th Grade 

 Samantha Piper 1st 
Lauren McKinney 2nd 
 Mandy Wachtel 3rd 

 
 

Thank you to all  22 students making a difference and 
entering the competition this year.  The 2007  
Reflections participation exceeded that of the past two 
years combined.  


