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From the PTSA Co-Presidents:
Learning Today . . . Leading Tomorrow

Can you believe that we are already approaching our first 9 weeks of school?

Doesnodét time fly when you are having
of you at our PTSA General Meeting on the evening of Open House. We are|so
grateful for your attendance as this enables us to let you know what we are doing

and of course approve our budget for this year; allowing us to go forward and
implement many of the great programs and events we have planned for our
Dodgen families. We al so hope you
teachers and experiencing AA day i

We are thrilled to inform you that all our PTSA Committee Chair and @air
positions are filling up fast; however we still have some openings and if you g

re

interested in volunteering your services please do not hesitate to contact us. \We

have incredible parent support and involvement at Dodgen and welcome all of
you to come and join us with your enthusiasm and fresh ideas. We are quickly

filling our PTSA Student Gehair positions and many of you were able to meet
David Jordan our Student Representative for the PTSA when he addressed y
at the General PTSA Meetingrin Smulevitz is our Student Volunteer

Coordinator and has distributed Student Volunteer Interest Forms to all the

students. She has received many completed forms with great interest from our

students to participate in various ways. Encourage your students to take
advantage of this opportunity to get involved with Dodgen PTSA.

ou

We have several events happening this month not to be missed. Our Book Fair
will be in the Media Center, October 22 6 . That same week
week where we really focus on reminding our students to stay drug, tobacco, gnd

alcohol free. The Book Club will be meeting for the first time this month to
CdistsS the new Harry Potter bdiokot to be missed! The deadline for
iRefl ecti onsanids t Mev & hkeenre , 1 f | can
should stimulate the creative talents of our wonderful students.

All this and much more are detailed in this edition of Dateline; read on and
enjoy!

Nancy Van Slooten & Sue Rogers
Co-Presidents, Dodgen PTSA

ma |
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From The Principal . . .
You have undoubtedly become familiar with hearing about a document called the School

Improvement Plan (SIP). Each school in Cobb County utilizes the SIP process to focus o

areas for specific I mprovement. Princip
their fistakehol dersodo each year.

al

Our student learning priority is to ensure that all students will be proficient readers and writers.

In order to accomplish this task we believe that it is extremely important to develop collabg
among all staff members that will lead to increasing student achievement. While Dodgen
students traditionally achieve at above state and national averages, teachers will continue
toward developing the higher 1| evel skill
standardso category.

Teachers have worked intensely with their peers to analyze instructional practices in ordef
integrate a variety of researblased strategies into their daily teaching. We are fortunate at
Dodgen to have teachers who are well prepared to address the instructional needs of stuc
all curriculum areas. They create opportunities to involve students in-bangsrformance
based activities that incorporate higloeder thinking skills on a regular basis.

Thank you for being such an i mportant pa
excellence achieved by students at Dodgen Middle School is in large part because of our
involved community of parents.

pratic

to w

S

to

ents

rt

Sincerely,
James H. Snell, Il
Principal
School begins at 9:05 each day. Up Ear|y’_)
Homeroom ends at 9:13 Send a note with your student the morning of the
] ) early dismissal. The note should include: Student
Time Class Ends  Period Grade name, homeroom teacher, time leaving, reason
10:07 1st All leaving, and parent/guardian signature.
11:01 2nd All Have your student bring the note to the front office
12:00 3rd 6th & 8th that morning to receive an Early Dismissal Pass
12:30 3rd 7th Bring a picture ID to the front office and sign your
' student out at the time designated on your note.
12:56 4th 6th
If an emergency arises and you must pick your student up
1:24 4th 7th & 8th without having sent in a note, please call the school as soon as
possible. This will allow adequate time to retrieve your student
2:22 5th All from class.
3:16 6th All To minimize the disruption to classroom instruction time,

pl ease consider the bell sched

4:12 7th All appointments.

ul e
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SHOP FOR COOL BOOKS & STUFF
AT THE DODGEN PTSA BOOK FAIR

October 22 ™-26" 2007
Come support the Dodgen Media Center by shopping at the Book Fair scheduled for October 22"-26".

MSCHOLASTIC

Proceeds from the Book Fair will -geededeguipmentandneviboakd. 0
Book Fair Hours: Mondayi Thursday from 8:301 4:30PM
Friday from 8:301 4:00PM.
New Evening Hours: Mondayd Wednesday 4:30-6:00PM

Thursday 6:30-9:00PM

This yeardés Book Fair offers the newest titles for ever

favorites to choose from.
Here are a couple examples.

RULES, by Cynthia Lord i A 12yr old girl spends most of her days making up RULES for autistic brother. She is trying to make sure he does not
embarrass her in pubic. She meets Jason, a paraplegic, and she learns eventually finds her inner strength and moves beyond embarrassment.
2007 NEWBERRY HONOR WINNER

LIFE AS WE KNEW IT, by Susan Pfeffer i A Met eor i s going to hit the moon and 16 yr old

chairs. But the impact sets off a chain of horrific meteorological events.

THE WEDDI NG PLANNER®&S DAUGHTER: THE CUPI D CHRONWiaHa&ham s gete@ronkdetcefind aMayrtot al

save the only library in Bramble, Cape Cod. Using her charm, gumption, a little help from her friends, a beauty queen and William Shakespeare, this
young teen heroine pulls off the ultimate hat trick.

Students will also have the opportunity to win prizes T look in your scholastic book fair flyers for the winning green dot

sticker s! So please dondét forget to stop by the medi a

WE ALSO NEED PARENT and STUDENT VOLUNTEERS for the Dodgen PTSA Book Fair. Please call or email
Kent Shelby if you can help, kent.shelboy@hp.com -or- cell:770-335-2394.

Thanks from your, Book Fair Co-chairpersons: ThereseaTipton & Kent Shelby

M

irar

gh

Seventh Grade Dance
Thursday , November 8th
4:15f 6:00 pm in the Cafeteria
$3.00

Monday, October 8th
5pm - closing

Make plans to visit A z o n foiBtlse monthly Dodgen
Enjoy an afternoon of music provided by 0OEat Out Nighto. On the

Vibe entertainment. Socialize and make new month, from 5pm ~ § closing, Az o n wib donate 10%
of your bill to Dodgen PTSA. Simply give your re-

7th grade friends. Have an afternoon snack. ceipt to the cashier with
You can even dance if you want to! back. Az o n is tbsated at 4719 Lower Roswell Road
and features a dine -in buffet with pizza, salad,
Purchase tickets before homeroom Sé c|‘ veggies, pasta, wings and desserts.
in the 7th Grade common area J Mark lendar for future Dod Nights at
ark your calendar for future Dodgen Nights a
Wednesday 11/7 or Thursday 11/8 Py 9 J Az oyn-i s g g
or purchase them at the door e o o
~ November 12 March 10
before the dance. h) b December 10 April 14
January 14 May 12
Please bring money to the dance so you can enjoy smoothies, February 11

pizza, drinks , and candy! All monies benefit the PTSA
Thanks for supporting A z o n andl gour Dodgen PTSA!

Remember there is ONLY one dance per grade this year,
so dondét miss it! Retail Rewards Committee Co - Chairpersons:
Boo Gibson & Lisa Meredith

Dance Committee Co-Chairpersons: Sue Huber & Margie Powell

"S Dodgen Nightat Az oni

S
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Monday Il tds Hot t o -Heterihe ted-hof r
tamales counting contest. Look for jars of
tamales candies and entry forms at the front
entrance and bus entrance.

Tuesday Donét B e-Dun - Maka the smart
choice to be drug free. Look for a special
treat during lunchtime

Wednesday Dondét Let Drugs TFSignst

lifestyle and get a twizzler.

making the smart choice to stay drug free
and life will be sweet. Look for a special treat
during lunchtime.

Friday We 6r e Red -ADrdss y@uvselfrinired
and come ready to hear

Keeping our kids drug free starts with teaching them how to make smart, healthy, drug
free choices. Each day of Red Ribbon Week, ask your child what they did or received
and help them decide one way to stay drug free.

and hand in your dApled

Thursday Be A Smartie . . -Keepon

R@ﬁ@@f&i@ﬁ%

Theme: Can Make a Differ e

Here is your chance to show your talent as a photographer, visual artist, writer or music composer! Showcase your talent
using the theme 01 Can Make a Difference Byéo.

Your original artwork can be:

Film/Video Production Photography Musical Composition
Visual Arts Choreography Literature
Get those creative juices flowing and get started on your entry now 0 before time runs out!

ENTRY DEADLINE: October 17, 2007.

Entry forms and a complete set of rules are available for pick -up in the front office.

This is a National PTSA program: winners will be selected at the local, council, state, and national
levels for all categories.

For questions please contact:
Tammy Hughes, Dodgen PTSA Reflections Chairperson (770) 509 -9989 or tammydoh@yahoo.com.
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Legislative Update
Karen Hallacy Legislative Chair

The not s&iGREAT Plan for Georgia
(GettingRid of Every Ad ValoremT ax)

| f someone wal ked up to me on the street and g
taxes again?06 at first bl ush, llikestoopayl tackes Budy ib |ahbugh
for a second 1 6d realize what those taxes pay
provided in the future. Public safety (police, fire, jails, etc), schools, and county services (parks, road W
etc) need funding. It appears the devil i's in
all ad valorem taxes are repealed and that sales tax would make up the difference. The

ai
S

ork,
t h

proposal is somewhat silent on those details except to say that sales and income tax would take care of func

everything and he promises that counties and school districts would receive funding equal to the revent
earned in 2006 (not 2007 or 2008). His plan would be to repeal many of the current sales tax exemptiof
would now pay taxes on food, medical services and prescriptions, insurance, hair cuts, tax and legal se
lawn maintenance, memberships, tuition to colleges and private schools, doctor visits, maid services,

babysitters/nannies, etc. There is a worksheet on the Georgia PTA website (www.georgiapta.org), under

Capitol Watch, that you can use to see if you would pay more or less in taxes. You can also find the m
current version of the AGREATO plan at www. t he

One argument for the GREAT Plan is that local spending has recently risen dramatically while the state
tightened its belt. Under the State constitution, specific services must be provided at every school. Wh
state decided to cut education funding, the austerity cuts, guess who had to make up the difference: loq
school districts. I dondt know about you but
technology, trained teachers, and smaller class sizes. The state only provides funding for transporting
who live more than 1.5 miles from school. While we live further than 1.5 miles from school so | persong
woul dndédt be hit by this, Il think ités great th
Johnson Ferry and Roswell Rd. during rush hour. The alternative is that you would get to drive your chi
and from school every day. One other thing that those taxes pay for is the extra teacher stipend the sch
district pays to attract the best and brightest teachers to Cobb County. Without that extra offer, Cobb w
competing with every other county in the state for teachers. | like it that we have one of the best schoo
districts in the country and want to keep it that way.

Anot her argument 1 s that the sales tax wil/l p 4
elastic and inelastic taxes but suffice it to say that when a recession hits, revenue from sales tax is the

les
ns. Y
rvice:

DSt
gr

has
N the
al

stude
Uly
at
dto
ool
ould

y
first te

go down while revenue from property taxes stays pretty stable. Which do you want providing funding for youl

schools (and your public safety)? By the way,

earn enough revenue from the sales tax during the last recession.

Your Cobb |l egislators need to hear from you tnh
likes paying them but we chose to live in Cobb and send our kids to schools like Dodgen because of wk
those schools provide. Cal |l your | egislator or
AM at the Marietta Centr al Library. Make a di

t h

at
nat

a
ff

hard and it is important.

FYI...

All District employees and contracted service employees are required to have background checks
before working in our schools
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Scoliosis Screening Tips From the Media Center

In November, our school will participate in a

scoliosis screening program to identify students with
signs of a possible abnormal curvature of the spine. It
is known that two children out of every 100 may have
scoliosis. If this condition is detected early and
appropriately treated, progressive spinal deformity can
usually be prevented.

', Did you know that you could

-~ access our wonderful
Cobb Virtual Library

Resources from home?

The procedure for screening is a simple test in which

the trained screener | 00Kksypdmay dctess theselresouréscitom'ttie

standing position and while bending forward. Boys . .
and girls are screened separately. Girls should wear a Dodgen website (CI'Ck Resources on the
bra, sports bra, or bathing suit under their clothes on menu bar) as well as from the CCSD

the day of screening. A second screening will be held home page.

on a separate date to screen students that were
absent or found to have a possible curve during the
initial screening. This screening will be done by the The resources are password protected at

Cobb & Douglas Public Health Nurses and/or Cobb home. and we are not allowed to publish
County Consulting Nurses. In order to minimize any '

uneasiness, a video on scoliosis screening in schools those passwords. However, we do have

will be shown to the students prior to the screening bookmarks available in the Media Center
date. that can be brought home for reference.

If your child has a suspected curvature, you will be We encourage all students to take one.
notified, by mail, with recommendations regarding These passwords are good all year, with
further evaluation of your child. If your child is . ’

currently under the care of a doctor or if you do not the exception of Gal
want your child to be screened you may send a note changes quarterly. It will not change

on the day of the screening. again until December 12.

Look for more information to come.

YEARBOOKS

ARE ON SALE

$300 Dodgen Middle School Yearbook

$359 Dodgen Middle School Yearbook w/name plate
*Prices good through October31

To take advantage of this offer, cut and return the for

Student Name Grade

Homeroom Teacher

Amount ( (Make checks payable to Dodgen Middle School)

Circle One
$300 yearbook OR $350 yearbook with name plate**

Name Plate Should Read

Questions? Please contact Kari Viland : kari.viland@cobbk12.org

h €
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Clubs at Dodgen

Did you know Dodgen has over 30 different
clubs available to our students? Some of the
clubs are just getting started and some are

already accomplishing great things.

For more information look on pages 11-12 of a
Dodgen Middle School agenda or check out the
school website -
http://www.cobb.k12.ga.us/~dodgen/dodexc.htm.

New Balance Atlanta

Thanks to New Balance Atlanta for the $10 off
coupon on any purchase. PE students that
exceeded expectation on the pacer received a
coupon and certificate. The pacer is a running
event that test students physical endurance.
Gabe Pinto in the 8" grade holds the boys
record of 117 laps and Katherine Boda also

in the 8" grade holds the girl record of 96.

The PE department gave out over 50 certificates.
Every Dodgen teacher received a coupon as
well. Visit New Balance Atlanta on the corner of
Roswell Road and Johnson Ferry in Pine Straw
Place.

All those who are interested in becoming
part of DTV, the Dodgen news program,
please meet in the Media Center at 815 on
Thursday, October 11. Applications should
already have been turned in to Ms. Klodnicki.

We will discuss meeting days/times and
general organization at this meeting.

ANIME CLUB

Our student - run club for Anime "‘
lovers will meet in the reference m

room or the Media Center on %

Wednesday, October 10 at 8:15.

All those who enjoy the art of Anime are
invited to join!

&g/‘/ Birdie Bashers

Dodgends first ever
a badminton club where students put their
racquet skills to a test. We currently have about
50 students in the cl ub
the birdie on the teachers. We are even official
with our club t-shirt. Teachers and students are
looking forward to the challenges ahead on
Friday mornings during intramural time.

i Bi

Students Catching a Wave

The Wave came once again to visit Dodgen PE
class. The wave board is a cross between
snowboarding and surfing. Students were
instructed on how to maneuver the boards using
safety equipment and spotters. Once the student
felt comfortable on the board, they could try it on
their own. Students did great, However; teachers
were not so successful. The Wave donated 3
boards to be given away in a drawing. The 3
winners were Anyce Craig, Ryan Laban , and

Parker Geiger.

Dodgen Book Club

rd Basherso club.
Do you like to read? Do you enjoy hearing about new
books and sharing your favorite books with others?

that are eager to fAsma
The Dodgen Book Club meets once a month. Our first
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 25" in the
Media Center directly after school from 4:15-5:15 pm.
We will use this time to get feedback to help determine
a set time for future monthly meetings. We have
selected AHarry Potter an
first book to discuss. If you have read it, GREAT! Come
to share your insights.
Most i mportantly, if you
anyway and bring a friend! Your input on future
selections will be greatly valued.

The Dodgen book club is a fun, informal gathering.
Your organizers have come up with some great ideas to
make the meetings exciting but we need you to steer

us in the direction you want to go. This is your Book
Club. Help us to get the word out.

Questions?- Dana Olsen: danaolsenl@comcast.net

Thii
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DODGEN E 6 MESSAGE

Dodgen PTSA provides an email news service to keep
you informed. Once or twice a week important news
and reminders about Dodgen Middle School, the
Dodgen PTSA and the community are emailed to our
list of subscribers.

If you received Dodgen E -message last year, you will
automatically be subscribed this year.

If you would like to start receiving Dodgen E
please follow the correct procedure: -

-message,

P
P

Go to www.dodgenptsa.org on the internet.

At the top of the left column, you will see a
link that says, o0CIlick
DodgenE-message. 0

Click this link.

Enter your name and email address, and then
click the 0Sign upo6 butt

P You should receive a confirmation email.
We apologize for any confusion, and encourage
everyone to sign up for this service to keep in touch
with the latest news at Dodgen

r

r a
Get The Scoop [PRESS)
Be A Dateline Reporter —

Do you enjoy writing? Would you like to

class, sport, activity, or event? We are
looking for student written articles for
the Dodgen Dateline about what is
happening in your school.

OTQ submit your article, ask questions or
volunteer for the Reporters and
Advertisers Committee contact:
Suzanne Lynch by email at:
Suzanne.Lynch@comcast.net

share information about your club, music

ere to sign up for
You submit the news
of formatting and ed

Stop by any morning and pick up a drawstring bag

sweatshirt ($20.)

Fill out the order form below and bring it to the sch
deliver to your home room within days.)

-chairs:
Stacy Yarus

Questions/Comments Contact Spirit Wear Co
Dana Mizelle d3mizelle@msn.com

Student Name:

DODGEN SPIRIT WEAR

All sizes and styles of Dodgen official logo merchandiseare available for sale at the school store.

($8.) or the new Dodgen white fitted girl's T

($12.) These items sold out at Panther Day but are now in stock.

The weather is getting cooler. Warm up in a Dodgen long sleeve T ($14.) or a popular hooded

ool store to get your Dodgen Spirit Wear today.

(If an item is temporarily sold out at the store, please leave your order form and payment so we can fill your order and

dyarus@comcast.net

Drawstring Bag $8

HR (Teacher & #)

Email:
Dodgen T-shirt $10 YthL Adult S
Long sleeve T $14  YthL Adult S
Sweat shirt (hoodie) $20 YthL Adult S
Girl és cut $12i Ounier SizeT Small

Adult M Adult L Adult XL
Adult M Adult L Adult XL
Adult M Adult L Adult XL
Medium Large
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2nd Annual Gobb Walk for Wellness

Saturday, October 13
7:30 AM

The goal of this family event is to promote lifelong wellness and fitness. There is no
registration fee, but participants are encouraged to make a donation to their local
school 6s physical education program. There wi
following the Wellness Walk lasting until 3:00 pm.

Health screenings Carnival Area Food Sales
Music & Entertainment by local student groups Recreation & sports programs
Sports Apparel Arts & Crafts

Public safety programs by local authorities Vendors with health & fithess products

8h Annual European
Comparative Cultures Tour
(Switzerland & Italy)

ARE YOU READY
FOR SOME
FOOTBALL?!

Zarich
—-—-—""}__’ﬁmceme Region (2)

ltalian Lakes Region (2) : There is nothing like a high school football game on a
Ly ﬁ g: ng?;: ational Friday night in Raider Valley! Did you know that tickets can
FoREE® be purchased ahead of time? You can buy RESERVED
Rome (20r3) tickets for SINGLE games or for the SEASON.

-‘Sorrento (U}
Capri

Pisa

Just thinkéyou can have a R
your family and friends. You can enjoy the cheerleaders,
Are you interested in traveling to Switzerland and the band and of course, the hardworking, awesome Walton
ltaly next summer with cl pRderepqachedby Ed Bydley and his fglentedstgffs v ¢
big chance! Next summer, Ms. Gonyea will be taking

. Pl hel d th d! E-mail Lisa S in th
a group of students on a 12 day tour to places like ease Nep us spread e wor ma -isa Sagern e

Walton Athletic Department at Lisa.Sager@cobbk12.org or

Lucern?, Venice, Rome, Elqrence, Pisa, Vatican City, call her at 770-578-3225 Ext. 244 to make an appointment
Pompeii, and the Italian Riviera. to buy your tickets now.
Want more information? Email Ms. Gonyea at Reserved seats are between the 35 and 50 yard lines in

mademoisellegonyea@hotmail.com. This trip is open | WS 1-10 and they are just $10.00 each. General
gonyea@ P11S op Admission seating is $7.00. You can also stop by the
to all Dodgen students, past and present, who will be

o . Commons on the following Friday HOME game days from
at least 12 years old by next July. Siblings and friends | 14:30-1:30 to purchase reserved and General Admission

from other schools are al btRketd. CNdH €odh. cRe WS nhacdte t Bi §
opportunity pass you by! accepted.

If you have already attended an informational 10/12 Pope at Walton 7:30 Kickoff (Sponsor Night) -
meeting for this tour and would like to sign up online, 10726 Sprayberry at Walton 7:30 Kickoff (Homecoming)

; 11/9 Wheeler at Walton 7:30 Kickoff (Senior Night
please contact Ms. Gonyea at 678.521.3354 or email eeler at Yiation lekoff (Senior Night)

her at mademoisellegonyea@hotmail.com. **Also remember that if you purchase season tickets you

are entitled to these seats for any playoff games the
THIS IS A NON SCHOOL -SPONSORED EVENT Raiders host. Keep up with Raider news at
www.raidersfb.com Go Raiders!!

ESE

Wa |
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Dodgen is a "Hit" in East Cobber Parade

We would like to thank everyone for the terrific cheers and support you
showed when our school joined in the procession for the East Cobber
Parade on September 15!

This year, representing Dodgen, we had the
Teacher of the Year, Ms. LaTease Drawdy and
School Professional of the Year,

Ms. Marlene Geisel . We were also proud to have
our principal, Mr. Jim Snell, join us.

Members of the Beta Club, Science
Olympiad Club and other students were also E
on hand to represent our school and

throw candy out to the parade crowds!

\

A special thanks to the Bond and Hulbert
families who donated and drove their cars
in the parade.

It was a beautiful sunny Saturday &
a fun time for everyone!




