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Learning Today ... Leading Tomorrow

Welcome to Dodgen Middle School for the 2007 — 2008 school year. The new
Executive Board would like to take this opportunity to offer a special welcome to our
new students, faculty, and staff, as well as our returning students and families to our
school.

The PTSA would like to advise everyone that there are several ways we communicate
our messages, and we want every person to be aware and informed, so as not to miss
out on any valuable news and information that will benefit you and your children
throughout the year. Eight times during the year, you will receive by mail a copy of the
school newsletter, Dodgen Dateline. This is also available to be viewed on our
website, www.dodgenptsa.org. Furthermore you can sign up to receive E-messages,
which are utilized to give you updated information, reminders and timely information
often regarding our school and community. If you are not currently receiving E-
messages, send an email to emessages@dodgenptsa.org.

We hope everyone had a great experience at Panther Day and would like to send out
a big thank you to the staff, committee and volunteers who worked together to make it
such a resounding success. We were very excited to see so many of you at Open
House this month and hope you enjoyed experiencing “a day in the life of your child.”
Hopefully we were able to spark your interest in the various committees, events and
programs that the PTSA is involved with at Dodgen. If you would like to volunteer,
please contact us; there is something for everyone! Additionally, we would like to
extend a special thank you to all of you who have agreed to serve as PTSA Committee
Chairs.

We encourage our students to get involved in PTSA. Students not only can sign up to
volunteer for one of our PTSA Committees, but we also want them to fill co-chair
positions on various committees, where their voice can be heard and they can be
mentored; learning today and leading tomorrow. They are tomorrow’s leaders. Get
them involved today.

We urge all family members and students to join our PTSA. For only $3.50, you not
only join the Dodgen PTSA, you also become a member of Georgia PTA and National
PTA. Itis your voice for all children through advocacy.

We look forward to an exciting year at Dodgen!

Nancy Van Slooten and Sue Rogers
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From the Principal:

| am happy to report that the school year has gotten off to a great start! There are plenty of things to talk about.
One of the most notable changes this year is the addition of a drama/theatre teacher to the connections
curriculum. Maria Karres-Williams was hired this summer, and will add so much to an already exemplary
performing arts program at Dodgen Middle School. Before coming to Georgia, Maria directed a thriving theatre
program at schools in North Carolina. We are so fortunate to have her working with our students.

Another change at Dodgen is the addition of Coach Phil Wilkes, and Ms. Wanda Dukes to the administrative
team. Coach Wilkes has been at Dodgen for 20 years teaching physical education. To say that he is respected
and admired by students, staff, and community would be an understatement. | believe that he will always be
known affectionately as “Coach.” Ms. Dukes brings a wealth of experience with her to the position of assistant
administrator at Dodgen. She is returning to work after having recently retired. She has served as a middle
school principal in Cobb County, and was also the coordinator for gifted services at the central office several
years ago. Dodgen Middle School is fortunate to have these two outstanding professionals serve in this
capacity.

| look forward to an outstanding school year!

Sincerely,
James Snell

Please Support Dodgen PTSA

Thank you for your generous donations from pre-orders and Panther Day! The PTSA never asks your children
to sell anything, and your donations are tax deductible.

Please read the mission and purpose of the PTSA below so you will know just how important your support is to
our children:

The Mission of the PTSA:

e To advocate on behalf of children in schools, the community, and before governmental bodies and other
organizations that make decisions affecting children;

e To assist parents in developing the skills they need to raise and protect their children;

e To encourage parent and public involvement in the public schools of this nation.

The Purposes of the PTSA are:

To promote the welfare of children at home, school, in the community, and in places of worship.

To raise the standards of home life.

To secure adequate laws for the care and protection of children.

To promote a closer relationship between the home and the school so that parents and

teachers cooperate intelligently in the education of children.

e To develop between educators and the general public such united efforts as will secure for all children
the highest advantages in physical, mental, social, and spiritual education.

We all want the best education for our children, and getting the best takes time, effort, and money. If you have
not made your donation to PTSA for this school year, please take a moment to write a check payable to Dodgen
PTSA, write "donation” on your memo line, and either mail it to the school's address or have your child bring it
to school and place it in the black boxes. We encourage donations of $35.00 or more per child, but any amount
your budget can afford is greatly appreciated! Many employers offer matching donations to non-profit
organizations. We will be happy to complete any form your employer requires. Send it in with your check or
contact Kim Smith - treasurer@dodgenptsa.org with any questions.
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Dodgen E-Message

Dodgen PTSA provides an email news service to
keep you informed. Once or twice a week,
important news and reminders about Dodgen
Middle School, the Dodgen PTSA and the
community are emailed to our list of subscribers.

If you received Dodgen E-message last year, you
will automatically be subscribed this year.

If you would like to start receiving Dodgen
E-message just subscribe by doing the following:

Go to the Dodgen PTSA website (www.dodgenptsa.org)
Click on the “E-Message” link

Click on the “subscribe” page

Enter your name & email address

Look for a confirmation email to verity your enroliment

It's that easy!

Thank You ....

Wow- what awesome volunteers we have!

© The Hospitality Team and parent volunteers
provided a delicious welcome back
breakfast for our faculty on August 13™.

¢ Student and parent volunteers sorted,
copied, folded, and prepared more than
1100 first day folders.

< Many student and parent volunteers
facilitated Panther Day. They provided
directions, collected money, distributed
supplies, sold spirit wear, and greeted us all
with smiles.

© Our Front Office volunteers and Copy Crew
have been very busy both before school
started and even more so after it started.

Thank you to everyone who volunteered to help our
students, teachers, and administrators be prepared
to begin another fantastic school year at Dodgen!

Advocacy Conference
At The Capitol

September 28, 2007
8:30-2:00

Mark your calendar now to attend this important
advocacy training event. Next year's legislative
session promises to be full of proposals that will
impact your child, your schools, your taxes, you!
Learn what happened last year and what hot issues
are slated to be addressed next year. Taxes,
education funding, vouchers, curriculum, funding for
technology: all this and more.

New this year is a separate session just for
students. Invite your students to participate in their
own special track. On hand will be the author of an
upcoming book that details the laws that impact
anyone under 21. In this interactive session students
can find out details about the laws, what their rights
are and talk to the legislators who passed them.

Learn how to be an advocate for your child. You can
make a difference. You need to make a difference.

Who should attend?
e Local Unit PTA Presidents
e District Directors and Council PTA Presidents
e PTA Legislative Committee Chairs and
Legislative Committee Members
e PTA Members
e Students!

Every school should send at least one person! Go to
the Georgia PTA website for sign up information
(www.georgiapta.org).

We look forward to seeing a Dodgen representative
at the conference!

Karen Hallacy

Date Change

The Parent Program on Abstinence -- “The rules have changed: Making healthy choices about sex” has been moved from
October 23rd to February 5th. Please watch the Dodgen Dateline, E-news, Scrolling messages and the Outdoor sign for

updated information.
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Honor Roll at Dodgen Middle School

At Dodgen, there are two different levels of honor roll:

» Principal’s Honor Rol |l (Gol d)

» Academic Honor Roll (Silver)
In order to be listed onthe Principal s Honor Roll, a student must rec
grades in conduct.
I n order to be |Iisted on the Academi c Hadhepann® ceteive :

morethant hr ee B’ s AND t h e ysatisfactory grddes ineondue.c e i v e d

Each student achieving honor roll is given a special t-shirt. Only one t-shirt will be awarded per student per
year. On several days during the year, students will be asked to wear their t-shirts to be eligible for special
privileges such as a free ice cream.

We do our best to compile a complete and accurate listing of students earning the honor roll distinction.
However, as these lists are compiled manually, a student may occasionally be omitted. If you name is incorrect
or has been omitted in error, please send an email to newsletter@dodgenptsa.org and we will print your name
next month along with our heartfelt apologies.

Principal’s Honor Roll - Spring 2007

Eighth Grade

Dami Aladesanmi Luna Davis Mary Evelyn Hunt Sarah McGinnis Nicolle Schouten
Jason Astolffi Caroline Ellis Peter (Peerapong) Imjai Christine McRee Anthony Scimeca
Daniel Bailey Jake Ellis Aven Jackson Mariah Medlin Grace Sommer
William Brandi Gerry Embriz-Salgado Joy Janku Jenna Meredith Anthony Tam
Allan Buhr Claire Frost Rebecca Kanaverskis Mala Morjaria Eric Ulbrich
Ansyl Carpenter Sammy Goren Zachary Kopkin Chris Nabor Anne Wang
Max James Carrier Bryant Gray Warren Ma Steve Ngo Rodney Erik Weber
Kathy Cheng Jenna Greshan Kelsey Maloney Lily Peng Kelly West
Jessica Chesser Shalina Grover Jay Marsh Matt Petersen Daniella Weston
Kevin Chiou Matt Guenther Mehak Mathur Lisa Quigley Michael Wilkinson
Victoria Cinquemani Josh Harnick Cara Mayberry Nick Reidich Matthew Williams
Kevin Daffon Natalie Harrell Heidi McClain Marleice Robison
Jackson Davis Jacob Hood Anna McGill Jae Ryu

Seventh Grade
Chiara Abbruzzese Tyler Durkota Matt Lesieur Ha Eun Park Kayla Solazzo
Sori Baek Eti Ebong Katie Lipsiner Mandy Pennington China Taylor
Tatum Barberee Sophia Elias Lorren Lo lan Peterman Mikaela Tracy
Maya Barcelli Shannon Frady Cody Lolakis Shannon Peterson Jessica Tran
Claire Belay Shane Geller Rachel Luu Maria Philip Carolyn Weihsmann
Katherine Boda Jessica Giannotti Jordan MacNeil Michael Richards Patrick Weiland
Mary Katherine Bond Michelle Jeng Sarah Madson Courtney Ritter Danielle Weiss
Erin Bookman Paige Kagan Carahna Magwood Sarah Rose Darby Weyland
Sarah Buhler Molly Kagarise Gautham Maran David Sanchez Julia Whitten
Christian Buhr Jenna Kaye Vicky Maresca Caroline Sanders Shannon Williams
Emily Burgett Leah Kelm Calli McClellan Swetha Sareddy Katherine Willingham
Abby Caballero Rachel Khandadash Nicole Miller Vaishali Saseenthar Jennifer Winther
Julie Cleaton Amanda King Connor Mullis Shelby Satterwhite Lei Zhang
Anyce Craig Ryan Kling Nathan Nickel Danielle Schmidt Edward Zhu
Ann Marie Darden Stephany Kuzminski Keity Okazaki Glenn Shadden
Kayla DeArmas Maddie Lemieux Katie Olsen Amanda Shea
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Hadar Ben Simon
Allison Boardman
Mark Bocarro
Caleb Bohan
Devon Brosius
Lauren Brown
Christopher Cagle
Madison Canning
Johnny Chen
Eugin Cheng
Jessica Choi
Aubrey Claxton
Stacey Cohen
Corey Cooper
Andy Cowles
Alex Crouchman
Timothy del Risco
Mary Dewitt
William Dikeman
Tayler Dingess
Gourav Divan
Hannah Ellis
Mallory Ellis
Lauren Engel
Katherine Fabbrini

Nadiyah Aamer
Christian Anderson
Lauren Aronoff
Sergio Barona
Reid Bennett
Jennifer Berger
Thomas Birdsong
Shayna Brandi
Mary Brown
Mara Canning
Melissa Carter
Gerald Cheng
Lauren Clapper
Devon Cole
Brittany Conley
Robbie Davis
Julie Deng
Patrick Doyle
Caleb Drawdy

Armin Aidun
Sydney Allen
Sarah Alles
Brooke Arnette
Gillian Ashworth
Hampton Biga
Haven Bills
Brett Bippert
Alex Black

Alexandra Fails
Kristy Fan

Sana Fathima
George Fei
Alexis Ferruccio
Shauna Fleming
Kerri Fogel

Dylan Fryar
William Fulkerson
Elizabeth Glista
Hayden Goldberg
Michael Hammond
Veronica Healy
Jordan Hendrixson
Abigail Hewins
Josh Horton
Kimberly Howard
Colin Huber
Kayla llg

Noor Inam
Samantha Janis
Sara Kalish
Tejas Khorana
Kayla Kim

Sarah Kingsley

Sixth Grade

Connor Kitchings
Laura Klein
Andrea Kout
Darby Kunnemann
Collin Lichty

Max Lopez
Vincent Lu

Ben Lutz
Thomas Lynch
Terri Anne Amck
Abhiniti Mahendrakar
Kate Mariana
Casey Martin
Brock McCorkle
Kendall Meissner
Billy Meredith
Ashley Miller

Ali Moxley

Britt Mudrow
Kevin Mui

Jerry Nonaka
Rachel Norman
Nila Nowakowski
Will Olsen
Jordan Ostby

Eunmin Park
Michael Petersen
Drew Phillips

Mary Chase Pierson
Samantha Piper
Rohan Pradhan
Charlotte Price
Monroe Ramsey
Sydney Ray

Rachel Reynolds
Carla Rivera
Madeline Robertson
Ansley Rowan
Yasharah Roza
Jordan Sanders
Sneha Sareddy
Nick Seymour
Paige Shaughnessy
Rachael Skinner
Bridget Smith

Daisy Smith
Andrew Sommer
Morgan Stuckey
Jasmine Suarez
Taylor Sullivan

Joey Szwec
Isabelle Tan
Yongquan Tan
Morgan Tanasijevich
Ben Taylor
Meredith Thain
Rafael Torres
Anna Trakhman
Mandy Wachtel
Cornelia Wagner
Ava Warner-Gonzales
Robbie Werner
Paul Weston
Tori Wheeler
Matt Widen

Jake Wilkerson
Lyall Williamson
Stephen Wrenn
Yotam Yakir
Paige Young
Rachel Yuen

Academic Honor Roll - Spring 2007

Alexander Edwards
Breanne Edwards
Alexander Elias
Kaleigh Fitzgerald
Emily Flanery
Christi Flick

Bella Fonseca
Erin Forward
Charlie Freeman
Shaina Galvin
Remi Gault

Gilu George
Robin Gillman
Chris Greene
Phillip Hamilton
Matt Hansen
Abigail Hatheway
Sarah Healey
Kailey Horace

Caitlin Black
Sarah Blair
Athan Brotsis
Doug Bruce
Libbie Bullock
Rayna Burdette
Scott Burkholder
Katie Callahan
Christina Cantore

Eighth Grade

Selena Hsu
Andrew Huand
Selena Huang
Pablo Huertas
Chad Jordan
Steven Kaga
Megan Kagarise
Ayako Kato
Morgan Kemper
Irfan Khan
Dennis Kim
Kathy Lim
Megan Lindsey
Lauren Lockhart
Kimberly Luong
Ann Marie Lyons
Jena Markley
Colin Mckenzie
Zack Miles

Seventh Grade
Jacob Chesser
Emily Clack
Michael Cummings
Megan Cundiff
Logan Curtis
Nyna Cutler
Mackalie Davidson
Tyler Deady
Marita Demer

Lauren Miller
Brittan Moreland
Jacob Moxley
David Nelson
Addie Neuman
Kiana Nicholson
Sarah Noble
Jay Nonaka
Matt Nunn
Krystal Okonkwo
Taylor Orgeron
Grant Papelian
Alex Putman
Jasmine Riazati
Jess Rigby

Neal Rodack
Gabriela Santos
Bridget Savitske
Ariel Scott

Brittany Dillon

Beth Donaldson
Matthew Dripps
Julia Eck

Tommy Eichenblatt
Rachel Elliott
Lillian Ghanain
Anna Gibson
Stephen Gillen

Jason Sheres
Jenna Sherwood
Jason Shula
Lauren Steffes
Leigh Taylor
David Teal

Kevin Tran
Connie Tsay
William (Mason) Upshaw
Rafael Villanueva
Kristi vines
Matthew Wessner
Meagan Wil
Patrick Yen
Savannah Zegers

Bryce Gottemaker
Zakariah Hamed
Cameron Harvey
Hooks Hausman
Dorsey Hill

Fares Hosseinzadeh
Rashida Hurd

Lily Jacoby

David Jordan
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Academic Honor Roll - Spring 2007

Seventh Grade continued

Dhruv Karunakaran Jaime Leff Haley McDonough Anirudh Ramesh Daniel Suen
Lindsey Kastner Avriel Leonardo Aislynn McMahan Marie Rapoport MacKenzie Truitt
Matt Kavney Jacob Lipsiner Abhilash Mohanan David Rink Cara Gregory Walker
Greg Keel James Lui James Moore Robertson Gabriel Warner- Gonzales
Sierra Kihlstadius Tyler Lui Hiroo Nakano Brian Rogers Emily Weiss
Hyun Kim Abby Logwood Alexis Cindy Nino de Guzman Tyler Rogers Peyton White
Dana Koerner Logwood Ansley Orgeron Kendall Saffer Shannon Wright
Sean Kolakowaski Daniel Maples Jordan Orlandini William Sandberg Max Yarus
McKenzie Land Alessandra Martinez Morgan Panter Matthew Sawyer
Marissa Lauderdale Krista Martino Marcus Papetti Molly Schaffer
Jane Lee Cathleen McAllister Leah Pardue Lia Sewell
Matthew Lee Will McCarthy Andrew Parker Shlok Shah

Sixth Grade
Hammad Ahmad Joey St. de Aubin Claudette Jones Zach McCowen Ryan Steffes
Leah Alexander Johnathan DeFrank Skye Kelcourse Martin Miah Courtney Stimson
Cassidy Allen Ehson Divani Imran Khan Anne Michalove Mitchell Szwec
Tori Allen Albert English Paul Kim Dustin Mizelle Suyvan Tan
Austin Anderson Marisa Fernandez Hae Mo Ku Blake Montz Ross Taylor
Richard Becker John Flading Brandon Kublanow Ada Moore David Teske
Robert Benz Patrick Fleming Andrea Lara Amanda Morian Aaron Tipton
Kathryn Birdsong Logan Patrick Buck Lawson Garrett Myers Dylan Turman
Sarah Blackmon Logan Gearhart Jordan Layton Rohan Nair Sydney Uliman
Emily Booth Patrick Gebrayel Jamie Lee Jason Outwater Danielle Varn
Nicholas Brewer Chris George Mickeal Lemoine Kyle Papelian Adrian Wagman
Emily Butterfield Tony Ginart Rachel Liebman Shivam Patel Alissa Walens
Brittany Cain David Gonzales Hannah Liedberg Vincent Philippe William Wehr
Conor Carson Miranda Grantham Will Linehan John Pinion Bennett Welch
Hannah Carter Natalie Greenwood Miranda Ludovice Carter Portwood Michael Whitesides
Meera Changela Sara Halverson Julia Lujano Josephine Railton Kylie Wijsmuller

Ginny Cho Lauren Hill Lauren Lutz Mitchell Rogers Nicholas Wilkins
Ladia Collins Diamond Johnson Katherine Malcolm Ellie Russo lan Wolf
Joseph Cook Natasha Hunt Eric Mann Noah Schimmel Alexa Womack
Kimberly Crine Rachael Ivey Kimsey Martin Antonio Sheffield Zane Womack
Amanda Cristi Shelese Jenkins Grace Mathison Nick Shook

Katy Crockett Andrew Johnson Eddie Matos Matt Siegel

Kodi Day Hale Johnson Jacob Mazzei Erin Smulevitz

Reflections

If you are looking for a way to show others your talent as a visual artist, music composer, short story writer,
dance choreographer, film/video producer, or photographer; don’t miss the PTA’s annual Reflections Program!
This year’s themeisd1l can make a di‘% Thnkaboatavhat it means.to you, and let your talent
shine by creating an original piece of artwork in any of the following six categories:

Visual Arts Musical Composition
Literature Dance/Choreography
Film/Video Production Photography

You may enter more than once in any or all categories. Look for deadline and application information in the
October Dateline.

For more information contact:
Tammy Hughes at tammydoh@yahoo.com
Dodgen PTSA Reflections Chairperson
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Eighth Grade Testing

The Cognitive Abilities Test (CoGAt) will be administered
to students in eighth grade on September 26 - 27. This
test measures student performance on abilities related to
success in school subjects.

Students in eighth grade will also take the lowa Tests of
Basic Skills (ITBS) on October 1-5. These tests measure
student achievement in reading, language art,
mathematics, science and social studies.

All tests are multiple-choice tests and will provide both the
school and parents with important information about
specific strengths and weaknesses of students in the
content areas tested. As always, test scores are only one
measure of what and how well students are learning.

It is important for your child to be at school on time the
days when testing occurs. Testing will begin in our
school promptly at 9:15 am. Students will not be
allowed to enter the testing room once testing has begun.

Students usually perform best when they take the test in
a familiar environment. If students are absent or tardy,
make-up sessions may be administered by the counselor
2NJ 20KSNJ OSNIAFASR
teacher.

LISNBE 2 YV Y ¢

School Clinic News

Open 8:30 — 4:00
Mary Ortland, RN
770-578-2739 ext. 233

All medication (over the counter and prescription) sent to
school must be in the original container and labeled with
the student’' s full name.
complete the appropriate authorization form allowing the
student to take the medicine and/or the nurse to
administer it.

Forms are available at the clinic. Complete rules and
forms are available at
www.cobbk12.org/centraloffice/adminruls/J-
Rules/Rule%20JLCD.htm

If your child has any special health needs, such as
asthma, allergies or diabetes and you have questions or
concerns, please call the clinic.

CHEESECAKE SALE BEGINS!

The annual Dodgen Music Department cheesecake sale
has officially begun! Band, Orchestra and Chorus
students will be raising funds for their groups starting
September 17th. Detailed information packets have
been sent home with each student.

All Band orders and money will be collected on October
1st and items will be delivered to band students for
distribution on November 14th.

All Orchestra and Chorus  orders and money will be
collected on October 3rd and all items will be delivered
to students for distribution on November 7th.

To help assist our bookkeeper, we request that each
student turn in one check to cover the amount due for
their order by having family and friends write checks
payable to the music student's parent. The parent can
then write one check for the total amount. Thanks for
your support!

DODGEN BAND NEWS

The Dodgen Band is off to a great start for the 2007-08
school year! The 8th grade band performed at a Walton
home football game on September 7th and is now
currently preparing to perform at a Pope home football
game on October 19th. The 8th grade band will also be
presenting a performance for the East Side Elementary
School Fall festival on October 6th.

We have over 120 band student volunteers participating
in the morning ensemble program. Each ensemble is
preparing for the Fall recital and the GMEA Solo &
Ensemble Performance Evaluation on November 10th.
The German Band is preparing for their Oktoberfest
performance in Alpine Helen, GA, on October 20th. The
overall Dodgen Band program, with just a few students
shy of 400 members, will be presenting winter concerts
in December. All concerts will be presented in the
Dodgen theater and will be followed by a reception for
all family members and friends! Dates for the winter
concerts are:

Dec. 3rd- 8th Grade Band
Dec. 4th- 7th Grade Band
Dec. 6th- 6th Grade Band

I look forward to another great year with the Dodgen
Band,

Sincerely,

Charles R. Jackson, Director

Dodgen Middle School Bands
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Dates to Remember

September 25 School Picture Retakes
September 26-27 8" Grade: CoGat Testing

October 1-5 8™ Grade: ITBS Testing
October 15 End of 9 Week Grading
October 16 7" & 8" Grade Orchestra

Concert 7:00 PM
October 17 Early Release Day
October 22 REPORT CARDS

October 22-26
October 22-26
October 30

Scholastic Book Fair
Red Ribbon Week

Check the Dodgen PTSA Website for additional dates

and details.

Teacher of the Year Pep Rally

9YLl Af @2 dadvskétierSdodgenptihdrg on or
before noon October F'to have it included in the next
edition of the Datelind

Websites and Emails

Dodgen Middle School
www.cobbk1?2.org/~dodgen
Click the snail on the right for Mr. Snell’s blog

Dodgen PTSA
www.dodgenptsa.org

Cobb County Schools
www.cobbk12.org

Georgia PTA
www.georgiapta.org

National PTA
www.pta.org

Dodgen PTSA Emails
president@dodgenptsa.org
co-president@dodgenptsa.org
vicepresident@dodgentptsa.org
secretary@dodgenptsa.org
treasurer@dodgenptsa.org
newsletter@dodgenptsa.org
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